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The Apostolic Counsel 

At our congregational meeting on June 13, we 
unanimously voted to approve our Apostolic 
Counsel model. This new governance model 
now begins to move from a two-year experiment  
to the way we do leadership and governance at 
Christ Lutheran Church Ministries. What has 
been exciting for me in serving with the Apos-
tolic Counsel is the spiritual growth and          
development we each have experienced and 
how that continues to improve our leadership 
here at Christ Lutheran. 

One of the unique features of the Apostolic 
Counsel is the name. What exactly is an Apos-
tolic Counsel? Apostolic is not a declaration that 
we have leaders who are apostles, rather it refers 
to the New Testament church‘s decision-making 
process that emphasizes seeking and following 
the Holy Spirit‘s leadership as in Acts 15 and the 
commitment to develop leaders through a men-
toring process as Paul describes in his letters to 
Timothy and Titus. 

Counsel is also intentionally spelled that way 
instead of Council. The emphasis is on account-
ability, encouragement, affirmation, probing 
questions, much prayer, and sharing wisdom   
in holding me accountable in leading the       
congregation. 

The five individuals who serve on the Apostolic 
Counsel are Mike Davis, President; Don 
Mathiowetz, Vice-President; Gerry Tietje, Treas-
urer; Steve Smith, Secretary; and John Hoobs, 
Prayer Leader. The first four titles help keep the 
State of California happy with our articles of  
incorporation. The fifth title, that of prayer 
leader, reminds us of the high value we place on 
prayer; and that in our congregation, it not only 
all began with a prayer and an act of faith, but it 
still continues with prayers and acts of faith of 
God‘s people. 

One of my favorite new aspects of the new    
governance model is gathering once a month at 
6 a.m. for prayer in our church sanctuary. I‘ll  
admit I‘m a bit reluctant to do just about any-
thing at 6 a.m., but we have watched and grown 
together as God has answered prayers for our 
congregation. You learn a lot about the heart of 
people by what they pray. Those who serve on 
our Apostolic Counsel are individuals who have 
great hearts for God‘s church to grow and for 
people to come to know Jesus as their Savior. 

With Mike Davis as our president and his       
service on our Apostolic Counsel, we are abun-
dantly blessed. In tough economic times, Mike‘s 
leadership exemplifies a trusting spirit that     
inspires others around to trust God and step  
forward in faith with Him. 

With Don Mathiowetz as our vice-president and 
his service on our Apostolic Counsel, we are 
abundantly blessed. Don exemplifies a great 
churchman who has experience in our congrega-
tion, our district, and our synod. Don epitomizes 
serving God and country. 

With Gerry Tietje as our treasurer and his       
service on our Apostolic Counsel, we are abun-
dantly blessed. Gerry has been on the ground 
floor of developing this model. His commitment 
to God‘s Word and wise stewardship of all of 
our resources has served us well.  

With Steve Smith as our secretary and his       
service on our Apostolic Counsel, we are abun-
dantly blessed. Steve models with great integrity 
what it means to live a life built on the Word of 
God. He has helped keep our hearts focused on 
mission fueled by his own mission trips around 
the world. 

With John Hoobs as our prayer leader and his 
service on our Apostolic Counsel, we have been 
abundantly blessed. If heading up the building 
committee to get the school built was not 
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Worsh ip  (cont 'd )  

enough, John serves with his leadership, his 
heart, and his passion for prayer.  

To these five individuals who serve so well, a 
word of thanks also needs to go to a frequent 
guest at our meetings, Sandy Cole, our Church        
Administrator. Sandy continues the legacy of 
Clara Busch in her own heart for prayer. We are 
abundantly blessed as she helps us manage 
wisely the resources God provides. 

In this issue of Christ Tidings, we are highlight-
ing leadership. At the top of my leadership high-
lights are those who serve so faithfully on the 
Apostolic Counsel and Ministry Administrative 
Planners (MAP). You can see that we are abun-
dantly blessed by the leadership they provide. 
Next time you see a member of the counsel, give 
them a word of thanks! 

Developing dynamic disciples, 

Pastor Burkey                          

seen in worship every week. I have been a mem-
ber here for quite some time, but I was unaware 
of these servant leaders until I started working 
in the worship and music 
office. We have many fan-
tastic volunteers who      
continually help out, but I 
am impacted by the women 
who volunteer their time 
every Friday to assemble 
our worship bulletins. I am 
blessed to have them in my 
life; specifically I would like 
to publicly recognize and 
honor Evelyn Hollmichel. 

Evelyn has come in every Friday for fifteen 
years to prepare the bulletins for worship; for 
much of that time she was the group‘s leader, 
responsible for collating the pages and schedul-
ing the other volunteers. She takes a keen        
interest in every part of each worship service 
and in the lives of people who are blessed to 
know her. 

Evelyn has inspired me. Very little stops her 
from volunteering her time and showing love   
to those around her. As she goes into another 
season of life, she is leaving the assembling of 
bulletins to volunteers who are her friends and 
Evelyn will continue to serve her Lord in her 
unique and special ways. 

I would never have known Evelyn or the other 
women who give so much of their time each 
week if I had not started working here, first with 
Dale Fisk and then with Roger Howard. God has 
blessed me in my job here at Christ Lutheran. I 
thank Him every day for bringing such a leader 
as Evelyn Hollmichel into my life. 

Marsha Rainey 
Worship and Music Secretary 

A LEADER BEHIND THE SCENES 

My life has been transformed by my own set of 
heroes at Christ Lutheran Church Ministries.  
These wonderful servants are important leaders 
here, but most people are unaware of the work 
that they do, even though their handiwork is 

Apostolic Counsel: Gerry Tietje, John Hoobs, 

Pastor Burkey, Steve Smith, Don Mathiowetz, 

and Mike Davis 
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Leaders in Sunday School 

Karen Loney and Mike Timmerman have been 
co-teachers of the four-year old Sunday School 
class for the past nine years. They try to create 
an environment where the children learn about 
Jesus and also have fun. 

As Mike says, ―We‘ve been blessed to work 
with a number of other great teachers in the 
past, including Darlene Smith, Sarah Buskirk, 
Susan Hahn, Jennifer Yeager, Valerie Graziano, 
and Kathy Urich, and have learned from all      
of them. 

―We have found that most of the students enjoy 
singing, so we like to have plenty of ‗fun Jesus 
songs‘ on both sides of the Bible story, which is 
then followed by the project. There is usually a 
little playtime before we start and after the   
project is finished. 

―We do our best to ‗think like kids,‘ while trying 
to tailor what we do to what each individual 
child enjoys.‖  

Karen and Mike are a part of an awesome Sun-
day School staff who all serve the Lord with 
compassionate hearts of leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, Sunday School classes, as well as 
adult classes, are not meeting July 4!  

Transformed Through and To Serve 

God is a transforming God! He transformed a   
self-centered prince in Egypt to be the obedient 
leader of God‘s people during the exodus, Moses. 
He transformed a lowly shepherd boy to be a 
fierce warrior and king of Israel, David. He   
transformed a hate-filled man to be a zealous   
ambassador of God‘s love, Paul. God continues  
to transform people into His leaders. 

One of these leaders at Christ Lutheran Church 
Ministries is Niles Sharif. It has been awesome    
to see how God used acts of community service  
to transform Niles. God first sent him down this 
road through a Rotary Club health project in 
Mexico. As Niles worked on this first project,    
little did he know that God was beginning His 
work to transform Niles ―from one who looks to 
himself for worldly success to one who is utterly 
dependent on God‘s will, whether He gives me 
riches or rags. For the first time I see  that I        
belong to God and that His fondest wish for my 
life is that I obey Him and trust in Him for all   
my needs.‖ 

This transformation has led Niles to spend more 
time developing The Frances Kitchen Project, 
while not abandoning his law practice or the 
teaching position at USD. As a ―tentmaker,‖ Niles 
relies on God to raise support for him through 
individual donations and in his law practice. 

Walking alongside and supporting Niles in 
this transformation is Barb, his wife. Without her 
support and encouragement, none of this would 
be possible. Keep Niles and Barb in your prayers 
that God will free them from fear and anxiety 
as they wait on God. God is a transforming God! 

Learn  Serve  
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What ' s  Happening?  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU,       
THANK YOU so much... 

...for the prayers, calls, notes, beautiful cards, and 
love during my recent illness and the loss of our pre-
cious grandson Andrew. Your love and prayers for 
the strength of our awesome God are what got us 
through thus far. 

People tell Jerry and me they donõt know what to say 
and there isnõt anything anyone can sayéreally, but 
we too donõt know what to tell you what we need,  
except prayers and hugs. That even hurts me, but oh 
so worth it! I want to thank our small group for their 
faithfulness, love, calls, and prayers even when we 
were not there. We love you guys! 

I want to thank my gracious sisters of the LWA! 
board who supported and uplifted me when I didnõt 
feel worthy to be part of the board this past year and 
not able to fill the duties of my position, but every-
thing ran beautifully. My church family, this group 
does so much for the kingdom of God and His people! 
Please thank them when you see them around. I love 
you ladies! 

We want to thank Pastor Peterson for always being 
there for us with his calls, faithfulness, and visits. We 
love you! 

Please forgive me if I have forgotten anyone, because I 
wouldnõt mean to for the world. Itõs just going to take 
us a while before we will be whole and healed! 

Praying that God brings you many blessings for your 
kindness! 

Sylvia & Jerry Press 

 

 

 

New LWA! Leadership 

The LWA! leadership team for 2010-2011 is 
President, Joanene Falk; Secretary, Susan Hahn; 
Treasurer, Karen Loney; Congregational Coor-
dinator, Carla Harris; Mission Outreach, Julie 
Ball; Nominating Committee, Ruth Cecil and 
Valerie Graziano; and Publicity, Jennifer   
Sobetzer. May God bless and direct the deci-
sions of this new leadership team of Lutheran 
Women Alive! 

The leadership team meets the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the home of Joanene 
Falk, and the women of the church are invited 
to attend. 

 

 

Job Opening 

We are seeking a paid Nursery Care Giver to 
work in the church nursery on Sunday morn-
ings. This position will become available in  
mid-July. Hours of work are 7:45 a.m. to noon. 
Care givers provide loving care for babies and 
children under age three. They greet parents,      
distribute pagers, and provide a safe and com-
forting environment for the children. 

If interested, contact Holly Lamonica at 619. 
462.5211, x118 or hlamonica@christlamesa.org. 
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Saturday Worship: 
5 p.m. Informal Worship 
Communion: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays –     
Lucas Hall 
 
Sunday Worship: 
8 a.m. Traditional Worship – Church Sanctuary 
11 a.m. Classic Hymns Worship – Church Sanctuary 
Communion: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays 
9:20 a.m. Sunday School—not meeting July 4 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Classes—not meeting July 4 
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship – Gym 
Communion: 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays 
 

7929 La Mesa Blvd 

La Mesa, CA 91942-5029 

619.462.5211 
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Altar Teams Needed 

Only eight days out of the year! 

Saturday teams set up the church sanctuary or gym altar for Holy       
Communion. Could you commit just eight days a year? 

Sunday teams clear the altar and put away the communion ware. Could 
you commit just eight days a year? 

Do you have a serving heart for altar service?  Please pray about this; if 
the Holy Spirit leads, choose the two months (not consecutive) in which 
you can serve. Call Roger Howard at 619.462.5211, x113 or Marilyn Haar 
at 619.469.1359. 

Thank you! 


