R4

: Christ Tidings

Inside this issue:

Januar y -February 2012

Leverage

~ (o] ~ & w
>

the

Life God Has
Given You

Developing Dynamic Disciples for Christ



Page 2

Created by God, sent by the Holy Spirit, passionately transforming lives to be like Jes

Leverage the Life God
Has Given You

John 15:88 (The Message)

Jesus said d am the Vine, you are the branches.
When you're joined with me and | with you, the
relation intimate and organic, the harvest is

sure to be abundant. Separated, you can't pro-
duce a thing. Anyone who separates from me is
deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bon-
fire. But if you make yourselves at home with

me and my words are at home in you, you can be
sure that whatever you ask will be listened to

and acted upon. This is how my Father shows
who he isfi when you produce grapes, when you
mature as my disciples. 0
Jesusod0 invitation is
Hi mé | iving.
growth. Disconnection leads to deadwood. A
tree with good nutrition, sunlight, and water

will have a healthy root system. Such a tree will
feature a robust trunk and flourishing branches
that bear fruit.

When 1 lived in Arkansas, we were building a
new church. On the land was this huge oak tree.
It was beautiful, but it was also in the way. We
tried to work around it until we gave it a closer
inspection, then we discovered that bugs had
attacked. What should have been roots for
growth had become infected. The result was
when we took the tree down, we discovered it
had no root system. It had lost its growth con-
nection.

You and | were designed to be connected to
God and to grow as His people. Here at Christ
Lutheran Church Ministries, we call that devel-
oping dynamic disciples for Jesus Christ. The
key to such growth 1is
Such dynamic discipleship development we
have been about for more then 70 years, and we
pray to continue from generation to generation.
We seek to build lives with the gifts God has
given us.

Holy Smokers building for Habitat for Humanity

A new year often provides a time for new begin-
nings to |learn to I|ive
that He has given us. The coming of Jesus Christ
into the world reminds us that God has given us
the greatest gift there ever will be & the gift of
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tomb. He comes that we might live in Him and
grow in Him.

Starting the weekend of January 8, we begin a
new series called:Leverage the Life
God Has Given You

1/7 -8 Time: Investing the Minutes of Life
in the Priorities of God

1/14-15 Talent: Putting Your Skills to Work
in the Family of God

1/21-22 Treasure: Experiencing the Joy of
Partnering with God

1/28-29 Timeless: Leaving a Legacy that

Lasts

Time. Talent. Treasure. Timeless Legacyo all

gifts from God. In this new year, we are invited

to leverage those gifts to live in Him and dis-

cover anew His never-ending love. As the Holy
Spirit works in our lives, we are passionately
tranﬁformed to be hkf Jesu Jom us ﬂ’]IS Januaw
to Ieverage the glft 0 |IP€ an he new I|fe I|V|ng g-
in Jesus.

Developing dynamic disciples,

Pastor Burkey
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Worship

MAKING A DIFFERENCE WITH
WORSHIP AND MUSIC

Members of our congregation gathered food
items on the Sunday before and including our
worship service on Thanksgiving evening. Sev-
enteen boxes and ten bags of food were taken to
La Mesa Dale Elementary School to assist fami-
lies. Twenty-two other families received food,
including our church, school, and African refu-
gee families. Gathering food can be such a sim-
ple gesture, and yet it profoundly communicates
the love of Jesus as it allows us to meet the needs
of folks in our community.

Helix. From shuttle and parking hosts to coffee
hosts to ushers and greeters, there will be many
opportunities to volunteer and make a difference

calendar now and plan to join us on the mountain-

our neighbors, friends, and church family.
2008 Easter Sunrise on Mt. Helix

These examples of making a difference represent
just a small fraction of the mission and ministry
carried out in this place to grow the kingdom of

together and honor him for who He is and what

The Thanksgiving Ingathering believers in fellowshi

. ) ) we learn more about Him as we study His
Close to sixty members and friends of our choir Wordéand when we serve

and praise band sang Joy to the World and t hat
Silent Night in the Shamu Christmas Show at giveness. Thank you for the privilege to serve at
Sea World on December 4 and 29. Between deco- cpyist |utheran and labor together in our corner
rating La Mesa, Lessons and Carols, Angel Tree,
and Christmas worship services, these servants
had a lot on their plates that time of year; but
they eagerly volunteered to share the Christ of
Christmas with their singing voices. A personal
favorite aspect of this activity was greeting
guests as they exited Shamu Stadium; it made it
so easy to wish them oMerry Christmasdé and
share the joy of the birth of Jesus!

of Godds kingdom!

The Shamu Christmas Show Choir from 2010

This Easter Sunday, April 8, 2012 brings another
opportunity for our congregation to host the
annual Easter sunrise worship service on Mt.

at La Mesads most f amous

top to celebrate the joy

God. Gododos kingdom grows

He has doneéwhen we conne

more people can know



